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Evers calls for education funding to support Tribal Nations

MADISON — State Superintendent Tony Evers called for additional supports for education in a statement on the

State of the Tribes Address today at the State Capitol in Madison.

“l was so happy to hear from Chris McGeshick, chairman of the Sokaogon Chippewa Community,
who delivered this year’s State of the Tribes address. His account demonstrates that cooperation is vital to our
shared prosperity.

“Recent academic achievement and graduation data show that we need to provide more supports for our
American Indian students. My Promoting Excellence for All Task Force found that a sense of community and
personal relationships encourage students to feel connected to school so they want to achieve. My 2015-17
education budget included a request for Tribal Language Revitalization Grants to initiate a young tribal learners
initiative. While Wisconsin has some small programs, they are underfunded and don’t reach younger students. The
presence of a tribal language program in a school leads to increased attendance, gains in other subject areas,
increased identification with the school, and higher levels of parental and community involvement. Our American
Indian students and Tribal Nations need this.

“The majority of the state’s 11,000 American Indian students live on or near a reservation and attend
school in rural areas. My overall budget called for increases in general aid and the revenue limit so that public
schools have more financial resources to serve their students. As they work on the 2015-17 budget, | encourage the
Legislature to consider reinstating my Tribal Language Revitalization Grant proposal and to provide more overall

resources to our schools.”
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NOTE: This statement is available electronically at http://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/news-release/dpinr2015_27.pdf.
Additional information about State Superintendent Evers’ 2015-17 Budget Request and the proposal for Tribal Language
Revitalization Grants can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/budget.
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